
Photo Types

To get the “right” photo, photographers should think through the photo assignment or event, so that their 
photos establish all the circumstances of what is going on. If a photographer can capture these four photo types, 
it will be easier to create a story-telling spread. 

1. Establishing/Location 
This kind of photo sets the subject within the context of 
the place, the situation and event. These photos include 
a subject – a focal point for the reader. That focal point 
can be created in many ways. 

• Feature someone or a group in the foreground, 
while the background provides supplementary 
information. The reader first sees the subject and 
then takes in the rest of the photo.

• Provide a “frame” to focus the viewer on the 
subject.

Use a selective focus technique by which the subject is in 
sharp focus while other portions of the photo are in soft 
focus. This is called a “big picture” photo.  

2. Group Interaction
This type of photo provides more detail and a closer 
look at the subject. It should show interaction within 
a group. Rather than showing much background, the 
photographer gets close to the group – fans doing 
the wave in the stands, cheerleaders chatting on the 
sidelines, or drill team members adjusting each other’s 
uniforms – and shows the interaction among individuals 
within the group. 



3. Close-Up
A close-up shows one to three people interacting with 
one another or with something in their environment. 
In the case of a single student, the individual could be 
writing on a paper, painting a poster or engaging in 
some other activity. If more than one subject is involved, 
it should show the peoples’ interaction. Remember, a 
good action shot is a story-telling photo. It should show 
people actively involved in what they are doing, not 
posing for the camera.

4. Detail or Parts of the Whole
This type of photo is an extreme close-up. It could be 
a tight close-up of hands throwing a piece of pottery, 
a trainer’s hands wrapping an ankle or eyes looking 
at a test tube. Detail photos would not necessarily be 
included on every spread, but they can be an effective 
and interesting contrast when placed with the other 
three photo types. 

These shots often work best with a wide-angle lens. A 
wide-angle lens requires the photographer to get very 
close to the subject, but rewards him or her with larger-
than-life images that pop off the page. 

Photo Types, continued


